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partisans engaged in a political manoeuvre. Moreover, up to
July 1918 it was the allies who appeared to be in danger of a
military defeat and it was no time for divided counsel. In the
circumstances, the situation as it developed during the summer
and autumn of 1918 was governed more and more by pledges
given in Washington to representatives of different underground
organizations claiming to represent racial minorities or op-
pressed peoples. In June 1918 we undertook to support the
national aspirations of Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, and Yugoslavs
and in August the Czechoslovaks were recognized as an allied
nation. In October the British Government recognized the
Polish National Army as autonomous, allied and co-belligerent.
On the 3ist of October revolution broke out in Vienna and
Budapest, and Austria and Hungary proclaimed themselves
independent states. On yth November Bavaria proclaimed
itself a republic. On gth November the Kaiser, and on
12th November the emperor of Austria, abdicated.

The later of these events followed from the great allied offen-
sive launched by Marshal Foch on 8th August 1918. The
German, offensives of March, April, and May had put the allies
under great pressure, but the Germans were, as was later dis-
covered, too short of men and supplies, and particularly of
transport, to launch the three offensives simultaneously or to
press them to a conclusion. Their purpose was really political,
to divide the British and French Armies and place one or other
of the two governments in a position where they would urge
their ally to agree to a negotiated peace. Instead of dividing
the two armies, LudendorfPs ambitious scheme had succeeded
in the far more difficult task of uniting them. The successful
co-ordination of the allied effort enabled the military position
in the west to be finally stabilized by I4th June. A continuous
series of great battles between 8th August and 24th September,
saw the whole of the German armies in rapid retreat, and on
24th September the German High Command told Berlin that
it would be necessary to ask for an armistice. Just before that
date the allied armies iji Italy, Macedonia, and Palestine had
also passed to the offensive; before the end of October Turkey
and Bulgaria had both capitulated as the result of defeat in
the field.